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(15 credit points)


________________________________________________________________________

SESSION 2009-2010

Course co-ordinator: Dr Nerea Arruti

Room: A42, Taylor Building. E-mail: nerea.arruti@abdn.ac.uk 
1. Course description and aims 
This course reflects a current and growing interest in the autochthonous in an increasingly global environment.  It aims to reflect the plurality of cultures and the conflict between peripheral politics and central government in the Spanish peninsula. It will analyse the various definitions of nationalism that have offered specific constructions of the Basque nation throughout history.  Moreover, it will explore realities and myths surrounding the Nationalist ideology.  In order to teach this multifaceted phenomenon, the approach will be an interdisciplinary one, building on historical, political and cultural discourses within the field. The course aims to introduce students to the way in which contemporary Basque identity has been constructed.  They will be introduced to a number of approaches to the theory on Nationalism and also to a close analysis of Basque history.  In addition, students will be given the opportunity to engage in closer reflection on the particularities of the construction of Basque identities, on the presentation of selected other relevant topics, and to synthesise ideas in comparative study.
Learning outcomes

A: Knowledge and Understanding. By the end of the course, you will have a knowledge and understanding of:

Individual works on identity, anthropology and politics, relevant to the modern history and cultural study of Spain; the relationships between cultural manifestations and the contexts in which they were produced; key concepts in Spanish studies, and the terminology and techniques necessary needed for discussion of them; importance and characteristics of modern Basque culture, all at a level appropriate for a Level-4 student.

B:  Intellectual Skills. By the end of the course, you will be able to:

Read modern Spanish texts in the original language; apply critical reading skills to various forms of Spanish discourse, respond to the meaning and affective capacity of language, using appropriate terminology; relate works on nationalism and identity to their cultural contexts; select and incorporate information from secondary sources, with appropriate acknowledgement; complete a sustained investigation into a selected cultural or socio-political  topic, all at a level appropriate for a Level-4 student.       

C:  Practical Skills. By the end of the course, you will be able to:

Select and organize primary and secondary material relevant to a written or oral task; articulate views and engage in reflective discussion; assemble a coherent and structured argument in speech and writing; produce written and oral reports; ability to assemble a bibliography relevant to an assignment by using the library and other sources of information, all at a level appropriate to a Level-4 student.

D:  Transferable Skills. By the end of the course, you will be able to: 

Communicate effectively in speech and writing; collect and evaluate data and synthesize ideas drawn from selected sources; present the results of investigations carried out individually or in small teams; exploit C & IT, in particular word-processing programmes and the world-wide web; organize time and acquire habits of autonomous learning; be adaptable and relate with maturity and intelligence to other people.

2. Teaching and Learning Methods 
Classes take place once a week, on Tuesdays 11-1 pm 12-17 MR317 and 18-23 KCF22. Classes are an important opportunity to hear and exchange views, analysis and information from the teacher and from other students.  You are expected to attend without fail.  Classes will be a mixture of lectures and seminars, and students are expected to participate actively either on an individual basis or through group work.  You should come to class having read the text or studied the material to be discussed, and prepared to participate.  

3. Assessments and Class Attendance
Please read on the ‘Registration’ section in the Departmental Handbook before reading on.

Assessment takes the form of two essays written in Spanish. Each essay, which should be 2,500 words, counts for 50% of the final course mark. The deadline for submission of the first essay is 4 pm Friday 20th November 2009 and the deadline for submission of the second essay is 4 pm Monday 18th January 2010. Essay titles will be distributed at the beginning of the semester. 

Essays must NOT be submitted directly to tutors, and must be handed in, with a completed plagiarism sheet, to the School of Language & Literature Enquiries Office (Taylor Building, A13).  Plagiarism sheets are available from A13 and in the corridor outside A13.  It is your responsibility to ensure that the essay is submitted within the deadline, whether or not you hand it in personally.  Unless there are mitigating circumstances (for example illness, in which case you will be expected to submit a medical certificate), an essay submitted after the deadline will lose 3 marks if it is up to one week late, and will receive a mark of zero if submitted more than one week late. Extensions can be granted by tutors for up to one week on medical grounds or other good reasons. Further extensions beyond one week can be granted only by the Programme Coordinator.

Both the essay and the examination are graded with a Common Assessment Scale mark of between 0 and 20.  You will find full information on this grading system and its criteria in the departmental Handbook.

4. Course Tutor
The course co-ordinator and tutor on this course is Nerea Arruti (Room A42, Taylor Building, e-mail nerea.arruti@abdn.ac.uk).  Her role is not only to facilitate learning, but also to give you advice and help as necessary.  If you have problems or difficulties with your work, or need help or information, please do not hesitate to contact her during her office hours or by appointment.

5. Bibliographical Advice

Essential Bibliography

General

ANDERSON, Benedict, Imagined Communities, London: Verso, 1991

BHABHA, Homi K, Nation and Narration, London: Routledge, 1990

CONVERSI, Daniele, The Basques, the Catalans and Spain, London: Hurst & Co., 1997

GRAHAM, Helen & LABANYI, Jo (eds.), Spanish Cultural Studies: an Introduction: the Struggle for Modernity, New York: Oxford University Press, 1995

HOBSBAWM, Eric, Nations and Nationalism since 1780: Programme, Myth, Reality, CUP, 1991

SMITH, A.D., National Identity, London: Penguin, 1991

Sources on Basque culture

AZCONA, Jesús, Etnia y nacionalismo vasco. Una aproximación desde la antropología, Anthropos, 1984

CARO BAROJA, Julio, Los vascos, Madrid: Istmo, 1989

CLARK, Robert, The Basque Insurgents: ETA, 1952-1980, Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1984

COLLINS, Roger, Los vascos, Madrid: Alianza universidad, 1989

DIEZ MEDRANO, Juan, Naciones divididas: clase, política y nacionalismo en el País Vasco y Cataluña, Madrid: Centro de Investigaciones Sociológicas, 1999

FUSI, Juan Pablo, El País Vasco: pluralismo y nacionalidad, Madrid, Alianza, 1990

HEIBERG, Marianne, The Making of the Basque Nation, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, (Cambridge Studies in Social Anthropology; 66) 1989

JUARISTI, Jon, El bucle melancólico, Madrid: Espasa-Calpe, 1998

SULLIVAN, John, ETA & Basque Nationalism: the Fight for Euskadi, 1890-1986, London: Routledge, 1996

ZULAIKA, Joseba, Basque Violence: Metaphor and Sacrament, Reno: University of Nevada Press, 1988

ZULAIKA, Joseba, Terror and Taboo: The Follies, Fables & faces of Terrorism, New York: Routledge, 1996 

Important note on sources:

A course pack will be provided for this course.  Some of the bibliographical sources that we will be discussing in seminars will be in Spanish, for this preparation time will be allowed before the seminars.  However, as a student your responsibility will be to become familiar with them before the scheduled lectures/seminars and overall to be prepared to do a fair amount of reading on the topic in the target language. 

Wayne C. Booth et. al., The Craft of Research. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1995).  This text is a guide to planning and writing essays.  Highly recommended.

(c) Private reading
The primary texts listed above, and the secondary materials that will be recommended, form the minimum, not the maximum, reading requirements of the course.  It is important to read further, and to research as much as you can around the subjects studied; you will not only broaden your knowledge but you should also find that your written work and participation in classes becomes more rewarding and sophisticated.  The tutor will be happy to provide pointers for further reading and independent research. 

Remember that, although compared to some science courses the number of timetabled class hours per week may seem small, guided but private study and research form the linchpin of a Humanities degree.  The independence and organizational skills this approach fosters are valuable skills.

6. Course Schedule

	Week
	Topic

	1/2
	Introduction: key concepts; theoretical approaches on Nationalism

Geography and Desire: from Vascongadas to Euskadi

	3
	XIXc: Los Fueros; conflicting views on history

	4
	Bilbao and the Industrial Revolution / Modernisation and conflict

	5
	Aranismo and the birth of the PNV

Socialism vs Nationalism / Unamuno vs Arana

	6
	Franquismo: Basque culture under attack

	7
	Euskara: diglosia and linguistic legislation (from the 1960s to the 90s)

	8
	Reading week

	9
	ETA (1): Terrorism against the dictatorship

	10
	ETA (2): Terrorism against the democratic state

	11
	Peace process / The Irish Model/ Post 9/11 and the War on Terror

	12
	Conclusion: Nationalism / Post-nationalism / Globalisation


Monitoring Students' Progress

The University operates a system for monitoring students' progress to identify students who may be at risk of failing to complete satisfactorily a particular course. If the Course Co-ordinator has concerns about your attendance and/or performance, the Registry will be informed. The Registry will then write to you (by e-mail in term-time) to ask you to contact the Senate Office in the first instance. Depending on your reason for being deemed 'at risk', the Senate Office will either deal directly with your case or will refer you to your Adviser of Studies or a relevant Student Support Service. Students are required to attend such meetings with their Adviser of Studies in accordance with General Regulation 8.

Set criteria are used to determine when a student should be reported in the monitoring system. You will be asked to meet your Adviser if any of the following criteria apply for any course:-

'either (i) if you are absent for a continuous period of two weeks or 25% of the course (whichever is less) without good cause being reported;

or (ii) if you are absent from two small group teaching sessions (e.g. tutorial, laboratory class) without good cause;

or (iii) if you fail to submit a piece of summative or a substantial piece of formative in-course assessment by the stated deadline'

If you fail to contact the Senate Office or meet your Adviser within the prescribed timescale (as set out in the e-mail or letter), you will be deemed to have withdrawn from the course concerned and will accordingly be ineligible to take the end-of-course assessment or to enter for the resit. The Registry will then write to you (by e-mail in term-time) to inform you of this decision. If you wish consideration to be given to reinstating you in the course you will require to meet with the Convener of the Students' Progress Committee.

IMPORTANT
PLEASE CHECK YOUR UNIVERSITY EMAIL ON A REGULAR BASIS AS WE WILL USE THIS TO COMMUNICATE WITH YOU DURING TERM TIME.

